
 

 

Episode Seven  

 

Civil Rights: Myths and Realities 

The Civil Rights Movement produced significant changes in the United States. For many people, 

it stands as one of the great moral and political achievements in the country’s history. Yet, over 

the years, myths have built up around the Civil Rights Movement, myths that make the Civil 

Rights Movement seem more celebrated and less contested than it was. These myths have made 

it easier to believe that most Americans supported the movement (or would have, had they been 

alive) and that Christianity underwrote it. In this episode, we explore the myths and realities of 

the Civil Rights Movement in the hopes that, by knowing the realities, we will not take comfort 

in incomplete myths but can wrestle with the challenges presented by a truer, but more 

complicated, history. 

Key Questions: 

1. What are the persistent myths around the Civil Rights Movement? 

2. What do the realities around the Civil Rights Movement tell us about our country and 

about Christianity’s relationship to racial justice? 

Reflection Questions: 

1. What, in this episode, most surprised or challenged you? 

2. In this video, Sarah identifies several myths related to the Civil Rights Movement. Were 

any of these myths familiar to you? Why do you think these myths persist? 

3. One of the themes in this video is that while many white Christians conceded that forced 

segregation was probably wrong, they were uncomfortable with the tactics the Civil 

Rights Movement used to end it and, often, with legislation that addressed it. Did that 

surprise you? Do you see any contemporary parallels? 

4. In this video, Sarah describes different responses by Christians to the Civil Rights 

Movement and to racial justice. Which of the response do you think most clearly aligns 

with the Bible? Which response do you want to have? If historians 60 years from now 

were to look at your life, which response would they say that you had? 


